Q. Dear Dr. Galv: How often should we
change out our kettle: .

A. Dr.’Galv. recommends that you change out
your kettle once a month or when the kettle fails,
whichever comes flrst Also, you should throw

R

_ "away the o!d dlrty zmc and use only new, clean

zinc.
Obviously, there i is no qurck answer 0 your’

‘question. Some qf the factors that mﬂuence ket:

tle life include:

¢ age I
* - production throughout =~
* operation temperature

* heating system = _

* operating capacity

There’s no question that kettles are lasting Ionger
today than they did a decade ago; due mainly to
better burner technology and lower operating
temperatures.. The AGA 1991 Process Survey
showed and average kettle life among it's mem-
ber galvanizers of 5 to 7 years; some even had a
life of ten years. For kettles with a molten zinc
volume of 800-1100 cubic feet, the average
throughout during the life of the kettle is 50,000~
75,000 tons of steel galvanized. As you can see,
there is no stock answer to your question. But if
you feel uncomfortable with the information con-
tained in the survey, just stick with Dr. Galv’'s
earlier recommendation of 30 days.



