ASK DR. GALV

Q. Dear Dr. Galv: What happens when I put galvanized

steel together with aluminum parts or put aluminum
sheets on galvanized steel studs?

A. This question is frequently asked when two dissimilar
metals are placed in contact with cach other. The chart
below shows the electrode

* tion of an insulating film on the surface of the aluminum.

One of the factors in the reaction between dissimilar
metals is the contact surface area. - A severe reaction can
occur when a large cathode (higher or more positive poten-
tial} is in contact with a small anode (lower or more nega-

tive potential). In this situ-
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a slight chance of a reaction because of the relatively small
change in potential between the two metals and the forma-
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best solution to this type

of corrosion is to provide
an insulating barrier behnru-n I-.he two dissimilar metals.




